Social crisis could be corruption, ethno-religious, war, genocide, or political, which 
Source: CIA World Factbook, 2008 Data in table 1 above indicate that out of the 1,299 billion barrel of world oil proved reserve, Nigeria has about 35.88 billion barrel or about 2.7 percent of the world total oil proved reserves, and ranked tenth behind Saudi Arabia, Canada, Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, UAE, Venezuela, Russia and Libya. Nigeria has about 2.9 percent of the world total natural gas proved reserves, which amount to 171 trillion cubic metres, and supplies about 3.5 percent of the 63.8 million barrels, and 1.4 percent of the 813.8 billion cubic metres of the world total oil exports and natural gas exports per day respectively.
Further more, Nigeria is ranked fourth in economic aid recipient in the 2008 country ranking, behind Iraq, Greece and Lebanon, with about 6 percent of the total USD106.4 million world total Economic Aid received by countries (Saheed and Alofun, 2010) .
However, despite the abundant natural and human resources which could have served as a source of power for international relations, it remain characterized by poverty, corruption, conflicts, hopelessness and under development that have remained a constant even in a 21 st century, experiencing huge technological advancements and globalization (NewsAfrica, 2008) . Over the years, the case of Nigeria has become very instructive, Nigeria consistently gets mentioned on the wrong side of human development indicators of various international agencies. For instance, Nigeria is almost always ranked low in indexes such as primary enrolments, health cares, poverty reduction, capacity building, water and sanitation. Besides, it has always experienced one social crisis or the other.
Given the foregoing, this paper proposes to critically examine the impact of social crisis on effective utilization of Nigeria potential wealth towards attaining economic growth and development. To this end, the paper is organized into five sections. Following this introduction is section 2, which focuses on some of the social crises that hit Nigeria in recent time. Section 3 discusses the state of Nigerian economy. Section 4 analysesthe effect of social crises on the economy, while section 5 summarizes the findings and proffers policy recommendations.
Sources Social Crises in Nigeria
A number of diverse factors can precipitate social crisis. The following reflects the most frequent sources of social crises in Nigeria.
Ethnic and Religious Crisis in Nigeria
Ethnicity refers to a social identity formation that rests upon culturally specific practices and a unique set of symbols and cosmology. A belief in common origins and broadly agreed common history provide an inheritance of symbols, heroes, events, values and hierarchies, and conform social identities of both insiders and outsiders (Adeyemi, 2006) . Religion on the other hand, is a particular system of belief in and worship of a God or gods. Ethnic and religious intolerance can lead to conflicts which can negatively impact the growth of the economy. Religious, ethnic and political unrest have triggered series of violence in Nigeria, resulting in lose of lives and properties, and threat to the unity of Nigeria. It is estimated that over hundred thousand Nigerians have lost their lives in ethno-religious crises that have engulfed the country since the enthronement of democracy in 1979. The number of those injured triples the dead, while those displaced are put at millions (Yusuf, 2009 were killed and 598 injured, out of which about 500 carried bullet, machetes and arrow wounds. About 17,087 people were internally displaced (Information Bulletin, 2004) .
In most of these crises the country suffers huge loses in both materials worth billions of Naira, and human resources. Able bodied workforce that could have contributed to the economic development of Nigeria are wasted in their prime ages, especially the Youth Corps members serving their father land.
Although some analysts are of the opinion that poverty, ignorance, injustice, politics, over zealous religious leaders and fanaticism are some of the factors responsible for the spate of civil disturbances in Nigeria, however, one can not rule out the fact that some of the recurrent political and religious conflicts in Nigeria are fuelled at certain quarters and individuals who benefits at the expense of the state and citizens. According to the Institute of Democracy and Electoral Assistance,cited by Adeyemi (2006) , numerous actors have a stake in the promotion of ethno-religious conflicts because the associated arithmetic of numbers underpinning the conflicts translates into jobs, contracts, the creation of local governments and states, as well as representation in the National Assembly. 
Economic Sabotage Activities: Bunkering and Pipeline Vandalization.
The extraction of natural resources such as oil, gas and minerals provide significant revenues for the country, with which the government is expected to improve the lives of its citizens. However, the spate of human and materials loses resulting from illegal bunkering activities and vandalisation of oil and gas pipelines in Nigeria, has become unquantifiable. So many lives and properties have been lost due to the act of vandalism and scooping fuel which have led to fire outbreak in the Niger Delta areas and some Western states of Nigeria (Ephraim, 2010) .
According to the report of the special committee on the review of petroleum product supply and distribution, there were seven cases of oil and gas pipeline vandalisation in 1995. It rose to 33 and 34 cases in 1996 and 1997 respectively. In 1998 and 1999, the cases of pipeline vandalism recorded were 57 and 497 respective. Between the period of 2000 and 2010, a total of 16,083 pipelines breaks were recorded, out of which 398 pipelines breaks representing 2.4 percent were due to ruptures, while about 15, 685 breaks which translate to 97.5 percent of the total number of cases within the period, resulted from the activities of unpatriotic vandals (Bakindo, 2010) . At Ilashe in Oriade Local Council Development Area of Lagos state, the State Environmental and Special Offences Unit uncovered about one hundred (100) illegal oil wells, where illegal bunkers stored petroleum stolen from vandalized petroleum pipeline that passed through their community (Nigerian News Service, 2010). 
Corruption
Scholars view corruption from different perceptions. For example, Voskanyan (2000) described corruption as including the use of public office for private gain, especially through bribery and theft of government financial resources.
According to Egwaikhide (2009) , the phenomena called corruption manifests in Nigeria in various forms such as political corruption, electoral corruption, bureaucratic corruption, bribery, embezzlement, extortion, fraud, nepotism, favouratism, examination malpractice, impersonation, sex for favour, and other unwholly activities that are a clog on the wheels of economic growth and development.
Bribery has to do with payment in money or kind that is given or demanded in a corrupt relationship. It may also be in form of kickbacks accrueable to government officials when they use their positions and contacts to influence the award of government contracts to undeserved contractors through underhand dealings. In Nigeria, this type of corruption is referred to in the street parlance as kola, greasing of palms, dash, egunje, salama, and so on.
In the case of embezzlement of government funds, public official steals from the public institution in which he/she is employed. This type of corruption is rampant in Nigeria as public office holders consider public treasury as their personal till and make away with large sums of public funds for their private use.
Corruption has been persistent in Nigeria, especially among the public office holders who abuse theirpositions to enrich themselves and their cronies and this tends to negatively affect economic the pace of economic growth and development. Afew high profile corruption cases in Nigeria involving 8 former governors, 4 former ministers and a political chieftain is shown in Table 2 .3. In the most recent case of corruption involving a public office holder, an ex-minister was arranged with six companies on23-count charges of criminal conspiracy, fraudulent award of contracts, money laundering and embezzlement amounting to Source: culled from Transparency International various reports.
The State of Nigerian Economy and its Competitiveness Amidst Other Major Economies in Africa.
The Global Competitiveness Index report"s competitiveness ranking (CGI), developed for the world economic Forum, is based on 12 pillars of competitiveness landscape in countries around the world at all stages of development. The pillars are institutions, infrastructures, macroeconomic environment, health and primary education, higher education and training, good market efficiency, labour market efficiency, financial market development, technological readiness, market size, business sophistication, and innovation (World Economic Forum, 2011).
According to the GCI report (2011), Nigeria ranked the least among six (6) major economies in Africa, with a Global Competitiveness Index of just 3.38 behind Uganda (3.51), Ghana (3.56), Botswana (3.69), Egypt (4.00) and South Africa (4.32). 
Effect of Social Crises on Nigeria's Economy
One of the major implications of persistent conflicts is the insecurity of lives and properties which tends to hinders foreign economic relations to jumpstart the economy (Adeyemi, 2006) .
Top in the list of social crises in Nigeria is the problem of corruption, which has negative impact on the economy. According to Tanzi (1995) , the widespread of corruption in the investment budget will not only reduce the rate of return on new investment in the country, but will also affect the rate of returns coming into the government purse from its existing infrasructure. For example, due to the high level of corruption, returns from toll collections on major roads in Nigeria were nothing to write home about, not because of few road users, but the divertion of revenue to private pockets, which impeded the availability of funds for the maintainance of these roads. This forms part of the reasons why the toll gates were dismantled by Obasanjo"s administration.
Corruption which manifests in form of bribery, big bureaucratic red tape, poor tax, and custom administration reduce not only domestic investment, but also foreign direct investment, which is very crucial in Nigeria"s economic development.
Corruption often leads to capital flight, whereby money that could have been used for developmental purposes in the country are illegally transferred into foreign accounts. For instance, capital accumulated by corrupt leaders in Swiss banks and other foreign banks all over the world is a net loss to the country.
Other forms of social crises, like vandalization of infrastructure also negatively impact the economy, leading to great loses by the country. For instance, as a result of oil and gas pipeline vandalization, illegal bunkering and smuggling, the country lost about 397,000 metric tonnes or N10.102 billion worth of petroleun products in 2000, while in 2005, a total of 647,632 metric tonnes or N42,102 billion worth of petroleum products were lost. Between 1999 and 2009, the country has lost over USD10 billion due to pipeline vandalization (Bakindo, 2010).
The advent of illegal bunkering, pipeline vandalization and product theft has also massively impacted on the capacity of Nigeria"s oil and gas sector to function optimally. For instance, as a result of incessant attack on the pipelines belonging to the Royal Dutch Shell between 2005 and 2006, the company was forced to shut down for several months, an estimate of 455,000 bpd of its oil production (Energy Information Administration, 2007) . In 2002, the NNPC shut its crude pipeline from Escravous terminal to Warri (120,000 bpd) and Kaduna (110,000 bpd). The vandalization of Shell"s pipeline in Andoni local government area of Rivers state also forced the company to slash its production by 170,000 bpd in 2006, while another attack on its Bonga deepwater oil field in 2008 also led to the stoppage of output from 200,000 bpd facilities (Shosanya, 2009 ).
In the same vein, the victims of ethno-religion conflicts are forced to abandon their economic activities to take refuge in refuges camp for a long period before they could find a new condusive place to settle. Moreover, during this period, most of them were denied the opportunity to engage in creative activities or to be optimally engaged in their normal economic activities.
Underutilization of facilities or under capacity production resulting from economic sabotage has forced the government to resort to importation of fuel to meet its energy need. Consequently, in 2001, the NNPC was said to have expended the sum of N91.6 billion on the importation of fuel. By implication, the foreign exchange that could have been used for the purchase of capital goods (equipments or machineries) that are needed for the development of other sectors of the economy are used for petroleum product imports.
Like the case of pipeline vandalization, public and private facilities are usually destroyed during conflicts. The cost of repair of destroyed facilities tends to reduce the amount of funds available to the government for other development purposes (Ogbeifun, 2007) .
Social crises also take its tol on the enviroment. For example, vandalization of pipelines tends to worsen the problem of environment degradation and the pollution of waterways. Envronmental problems are not confined to their sources. Water and air pollution, for instance, travels far and wide to impact on more than one region. Hence oil spillages into waterways not only destroy the marine and acquatic lives of the immediate environment, but other regions too. More so, fire disaster caused by vandalization of pipelines, apart from the destruction of forest and farmlands, increases carbondioxide accumulation in the atmosphere, which could instensify the level of global warming.
One of the keys to economic development of a nation is the quality of human resources. It represents the subject, the object and the process, in building a nation socially, politically and economically (Zainun, 2003) . Nigeria is blessed, not only in terms of natural resources, but also human resources. However, crises in Nigeria not only result in material loses, but also human loses. For example, between 1999 and 2009, more than 2,550 people have reportedly died as a result of explosion from oil and gas pipeline vandalization (Shosanya, 2009) , while more than 10,000 people have been killed in sectarian and communal attack in Nigeria (Saheed and Alofun, 2010) .
As human resources is the engine of economic development, so also is the growth and development of educational sector crucial to human resources training and development, hence every nation is striving to provide the necessary amenities to enhance the standard of education of its citizens. However, the attainment of this vital objective could be hampered by incessant closure of schools and high institutions in conflict prone areas. Conflicts disrupt academic activities in the affected areas, while the education of students whose parents are forced to relocate are seriously affected. Resettlements in new environment may take a lot of time, while time is wasted searching for new schools for the students, which may negatively impact the academic performance of the students.
Overall, consequences of social crises, especially ethnically and religiously inspired violent clashes are threat to security of life and properties, domestic and foreign investments with continous capital flight, and loss of confidence in the economy (Babangida, 2002) . Eventually, this may lead to increase in the level of poverty in the country.
Conclusion and Policy Recommendation
It has been established that Nigeria is blessed with abundant natural and human resources. However,these resources are wasted through the destruction of lives and properties resulting from ethnic, religion and political crises, economic sabotages via the vandalisationof oil and gases pipelines which are the backbone of the economy. The ethno-religion crisis is made worse by the inability of the religious leaders to control their congregations when it comes to religious sentiment and other volatile issues regarding religion, and the fact that individuals at certain quarters conspire to fuel some of these conflicts for their benefits at the expense of the state. Above all, effectivemechanisms that can prevent individuals from manipulating state power to amass wealth are lacking. All these factors have led to the inability of the government to bridge the gap between the abundant resources and what is availability to the citizens, and thereby constitute hindrance to the growth and development of Nigerian economy.
In the light of the above, Nigerian government must establish an active conflict management unit, to help provide proper information, identification, interpretation and policy options, from which appropriate responses can be undertaken. This also involves training appropriate staff for these units.
Government should also be sensitive, fair and just in their decision and policies, it is wrong for government to be a conflict generator. Nor should government overheat the polity through hurried reharshed and unthought-out policy because its suits the interest of a few peoples either in government or who have influence over government. Good governance entails catering for the interests of the majority while protecting the interests of the minority. Public office holders in Nigeria should take notice that leadership is not all about privileges to loot public treasury or push personal interest to the disadvantage of the public, but it is about responsibility, an obligation to demonstrate commitment, integrity, honesty and decency in handling the affairs of heterogeneous group which chose them as leaders.
There is need for the improvement of the economy and management of unemployment if we are to effectively manage social crises.
More so, religion leaders should be aware of their position in the society where they have a great influence over their congregation, and their words are sometimes like a policy to their followers, hence their influence should be constructive rather than destructive by ensuring that their sermons embrace peaceful coexistence rather than provocative speeches.
This study argues that early warning does not exist yet in Nigeria and that there is need to put one in place. A early warning mechanism or system is not such until it has fed the system and appropriate responses elicited as a result of such warning.
Effort should be intensified by the government and religious/ethnic groups to effectively manage the ethnic and religion difference, and boost the positive potentials and harness the similarities among the various ethnic groups to ensure harmony and foster cooperation among them so as to achieve national integration.
Government should show serious commitment towards eradication of corruption, especially among public office holders, and as well check the activities of petrol smugglers and"black market" operators who encourages bunkering and vandalization of oil pipelines.
To improve human development in Nigeria, the government must pay more attention towards improving the health sector and education standard, since the two sectors have direct impact on the total productivity of the country. An increase in the total productivity will lead to improvement in Nigerian competitiveness globally.
